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Introduction

The teaching gardens at the University of 
Florida's (UF) Indian River Research and Education 
Center (IRREC) were developed as an outdoor 
teaching laboratory to provide on-site plant 
collections for hands-on learning activities. The 
educational value of the gardens is witnessed daily by 
demonstrated landscape design principles and visible 
plant nomenclature. In addition, the gardens have 
proven to be an enormous recruitment asset, as they 
are visually appealing and inviting to faculty, staff, 
students, and visitors. The gardens serve 8 courses 
offered at IRREC and provide an ideal location for 
variety trial testing, master gardener training, and 
leisurely visits from the general public. Local high 
schools and elementary schools use the facility, as 
well as local county extension offices and various 
garden clubs.  

Other UF research and education campuses as 
well as county extension offices throughout the state 
have already developed, or plan to develop, teaching 
gardens for similar purposes (Worden and D'Angelo, 
2002). Schools, church groups, garden clubs, and 

other educational centers may find teaching gardens 
to be a great addition to their current programs and 
the local community.

Figure 1. West view of IRREC ornamental teaching 
gardens, overlooking annual and perennial beds.




